
 

Local Advisory Board (LAB) 
Since joining The Park Academies Trust (TPAT), governance at Red Oaks Primary Academy has been led by a Local 
Advisory Board (LAB). The LAB is a committee of the main Board of Trustees and supports them with decision 
making.  
The LAB provides support in a range of areas, including:  
• Ensuring that standards of attainment and progress by all students at the school are high.  
• Taking a strategic role in the governance of the school.  
• Acting as a ‘critical friend’ to the school and its staff.  
• Ensuring that TPAT’s vision for the school is carried forward 
 

 
Stuart  Herron–Trust Appointed LAB Member 

Vice -Chair of the Local Advisory Board  
 
Stewart is currently the Vice-Chair of the LAB, a career civil 
servant with a background in business administration and 
governance, and some now distant experience of the 
private sector. 
 
Of particular relevance to his role with the Local Advisory 
Board, Stewart’s current job is supporting a government 
organisation to deliver professional defence and security 
education, including to international partners and across-
Government. 
 
Despite not being particularly academically inclined, and 
possibly linked to his dyslexia and Asperger’s, Stewart 
surprised everyone that knew him by attaining a Masters 
Degree and a few other post graduate qualifications in 
leadership and strategic management.  He is a Chartered 
Manager and Fellow of the Chartered Management 
Institute.  And not one to rest on his academic laurels, he 
now studying for his Global Chartered Management 
Accountant qualification. 



Stewart and his family, the youngest of which attends Red 
Oaks, together with two dogs and a tortoise, live together 
in perfect harmony – at least the tortoise seems to think 
so – in Redhouse, Swindon. 

 
Caroline Henham – Trust Appointed LAB 
Member 

Chair of the Local Advisory Board  
 

Caroline Henham is currently the chair of the Red Oaks 
LAB.  Last year I became a Trustee of The Park Academies 
Trust and in January this year I joined Red Oaks Primary 
School Local Advisory Board as Chair.    

My background is in primary education, and although I 
retired from headship three years ago, I continue to 
invest my time in school by providing support in a 
voluntary capacity, bringing my experience and expertise 
to the Board.  Being a member of the Board, has given 
me the opportunity to work with a dedicated team of 
staff, supporting them to deliver high quality education, 
whilst being committed to the strategic vision set by the 
Trust.    

 

 
Emily Maxfield – Ex  Officio LAB Member 
Academy Principal- Red Oaks Primary School 

Since starting at Red Oaks Primary School in 2008 as an NQT, 
I have been offered some incredible opportunities which I believe 
have made me the teacher and leader that I am today; from 
working in other schools to completing my NPQH. As a member 
of the senior leadership team for over 8 years, I have helped to 
shape and develop an inclusive curriculum which provides the 
most incredible experience for our children. I believe 
passionately about the future of the school, wider Trust and the 
exciting opportunities which lay ahead. 

I enter our primary school every day with a desire and 
commitment to ensure the learning is creative and innovative 
and that every pupil enjoys their learning experience. I am 
incredibly proud of the dedication and passion both our pupils 
and primary colleagues bring to the team. I am always seeking 



ways to ensure our teaching and learning is of the highest 
standard and working in partnership with others to ensure 
consistent practice across Trust schools and beyond. 

 James Lee – Staff Elected Member of the LAB 
 
 
James has been a member of staff at Red Oaks Primary school 
since September 2027, when I joined as Deputy Head. I have 
been part of the Local Advisory Board for all of that period. 
 
I have been in education for 12 years, predominantly with 
responsibility for Early Years and in Key Stage One. Being a 
member of the board has enabled me to use my experience in 
education to support the shaping of the boards strategy and 
direction  
 

 JACKIE PETERSON  -  COMMUNITY MEMBER 
 
 
I started at Red Oaks in 2008 as a Teaching Assistant, before 
moving into the role of Data Manager & Health and Safety in 
2012. This progressed into the role of Business Manager in 2016 
and more recently into the role of Primary Business Manager 
across both Orchid Vale and Red Oaks Primary in 2021. 
 

Before joining education, I worked in personnel training and 
raised my two children. I enjoy collaborating with others and 
working as part of the Senior Leadership Team to solve 
problems.  I have joined the LAB in order to support the 
education and lives of all our pupils. 

 



 Joe Tompkinson – Co-opted LAB Member 
     
I am the father of three children, two currently attend Red 
Oaks, with my eldest moving up to Secondary school in the 
Autumn Term (2022).  
 
I am a former police officer with over 14 years of front-line 
policing experience, I now run a successful network marketing 
business based from home. The flexibility of my new working 
life will allow me to interact proactively with the school 
providing me with an opportunity to give something back and 
represent the community in my capacity as LAB member. 
 
We have a fantastic school and I have been very privileged to 
get to know some of the staff at Red Oaks, all of whom are so 
passionate about seeing our children thrive. 
I am looking forward to immersing myself further in the work 
of governance at the local level 

 David Peterson – Community Member 
  
I was born and live in Swindon, I am a father of 2. I have over 
35 years Financial Services experience, having worked at 
Zurich, Nationwide and St James’ Place. Recent experience 
includes compliance oversight and risk management, which 
are skills I hope to bring to the Local Advisory Board.  I am a 
keen sports fan and ran a youth football team for 8 years. I 
have set up and now run a men’s football team. 
 
 

 
Jake Law - Community Member 

 

Details to follow 

 
 

Neil O’Donoghue - Community Member 
Details to follow 
 

 


