
Use these question starters to ask questions about the book the child is reading. This will really support the development of a range of 
different reading skills. 

 

     

• Can you add sound buttons 
to… ? 

• How many sounds 
(phonemes) does this word 
have? 

• How many letters does this 
word have?  

• What could this word 
mean?  

• What does the word 
______ mean? 

• What other words could 
the author use instead of…?

• Can you summarise that 
paragraph/page in X 
words? 

• What is the most important 
point in this paragraph?  

• How is this similar/ 
different to another text 
you know?  

• What happens first in the 
story? What happens next? 
Then? Etc…  

• How does _____ feel at the 
start? Does _____ feel the 
same at the end? 

• Where does the story take 
place? 

• What did s/he/it look like? 

• Who are the characters in 
the book? 

• Where in the book would 
you find…?  

• Who is telling the story?  

• Who was it that…? 

• Who spoke to…? 

• Where is the word that 
means? 

• What has happened? 

• Where is the book set?  

• How do you know…? 

• Why did…? 

• What type of character 
is…?  

• What do you think will 
happen next?  

• What do the clues in the 
text tell you about? 

• What makes you think 
that?  

• How do you feel about? 

• Can you explain why..? 

 

• How does the writer 
describe…? 

• What does the writer want 
us to think/feel? 

• Why has the writer used 
that word/words?  

• What are the writers views 
on? 

• Do you agree with the 
writer’s view?  

• Why did the author choose 
that word?  

• Why did the author chose 
to use… bullet 
points/subheadings ect? 

• How has the author made 
you feel?  


