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Return to school – 8th March
We are looking forward to welcoming back all our children on 8 th March. We
understand that some may feel a little apprehensive but we are here to support as
best as we can. The Government have said that attendance will be compulsory for all
children. Behind the scenes, we are busy updating risk assessments and preparing
information about start/finish times etc. This information will be winging its way to
you ASAP, please look out for important emails.
Values Based Education
The value this term is COURAGE. Please visit our website values page to participate in our values task this
term. https://www.redoaks.org/values01.php
PE Kits
Please can all children have PE kit in school every day. Please do not be offended if we contact you because
your child doesn’t have a kit. PE is a compulsory part of the curriculum and all children must take part unless
parents have contacted the school via letter, email or phone call. Thank you.
World Book Day - Thursday 4th March
It is unlikely we will all be back together for World Book Day this year. However, that won’t stop us at Red
Oaks as we have lots of exciting activities planned for you at home and in school. We won’t be dressing up this
year but one of the exciting activities is going to be a competition to turn a wooden spoon into
your favourite book character! If you would like to use a spoon, please can your child bring one
into school on Thursday 4th March or have one ready at home? It isn’t essential as you can always
cut the shape from a cardboard box if you’d rather.
Introducing Ollee – a virtual friend
What is Ollee?
Ollee is a digital friend for children aged 8-11, created by Parent Zone and funded by BBC
Children in Need’s A Million & Me initiative, which aims to make a difference to children’s
emotional wellbeing.
It’s designed to help children reflect on how they feel and to process their experiences
with the support and help of their parents and carers – and it does this by offering them advice about a range
of subjects: school, family, friends, their body, the internet and the world.
For each of these subjects, children can choose an emotion that matches how they feel about it: happy, angry,
sad, confused, frustrated, stressed or worried.
Next, they can choose from a list of topics – for instance, a child who was worried about school might be able
to select ‘I haven’t done my homework’ as the cause of their worry. Finally, they’ll see a page of advice about
the topic, presented in child-friendly bite-sized chunks they can read then or save for later.
Parents can also follow the same pathways to get advice on the subjects and emotions they think their child
might be struggling with. This advice is presented in the same bite-sized format but is tailored to the parent
audience.
Go to
https://app.ollee.org.uk/?utm_source=Parents+Newsletter&utm_campaign=bec7d3d3a6EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_12_9parentnewsletterxmas_COPY_&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_87fb043a40
-bec7d3d3a6-179429013#/welcome visit the website and meet Ollee.

Friday 19th March- COMIC RELIEF
This year’s comic relief couldn’t come at a better time, as we are all in need of a good laugh!
The children will take part in a KS1 and KS2 Red Oaks quiz at school and teachers will be
sharing funny video clips throughout the day to keep the giggle momentum going.
Children will be in uniform on this day, but we want to see the most funny/crazy hairstyles worn to school. In
addition to this, if you have some silly socks, why not put those on
too!? We will be sharing some photos of the children, so you are able
to see some of their wackiest styles! Comic relief noses are also
allowed on this day. If your child is having school dinners, we will be
having silly sausages and a little pudding surprise too!
To support this great charity, in a year where we need it most,
please donate via ParentPay.
Class Dojo
Almost all families are signed up to use Class Dojo. This is a great form of communication
between home and school and children enjoy posting their work on here. If you not have
Dojo yet, please contact the school and we can help you to set this up.

YouTube
Did you know that your child can watch pre-recorded lessons on any smart device?
Lessons do not have to be watched just on a laptop, computer or phone. Games
consoles, Smart TV and other Smart devices can also be used to watch the
lessons. This may help if you have limited devices in your household and many
family members trying to use them at the same time.
Social distancing
As a reminder whilst waiting outside school in the mornings and after school, please keep your
children with you so that they cannot run around and mix with others. Can parents also
remain distanced and wear masks at all times? Thank you.
Online Safety Guide – Among Us
Among Us is one of the most popular games of 2020. A space-themed ‘social deduction game’ where 4-10 players
take on the guise of Crewmates, who must complete various tasks around their spaceship, while randomly
selected Imposters must try their hardest to sabotage the others’ efforts. The Imposters have to remain
undetected through rounds of voting to win. While Among Us is a largely safe game, it’s still prudent to be
aware of any potential risks young ones might encounter when playing.
In the guide, you'll find tips on a number of potential risks such as hacking, mild violence and inappropriate
language.
Travel to Tokyo
Get ready! Red Oaks is getting active with Team GB and Paralympics GB by taking on
the Travel to Tokyo virtual challenge. We would like you to join us on a 47,349km
journey to Tokyo by getting active as a family and logging your activity. There are
lots of prizes to be won too for Red Oaks and for families.
Our first challenge is to reach Paris - each year group has its own team so which year group is going to get to
Paris first? I will post weekly updates about which year group is in the lead and there will be prizes available
for the winning year group!

Log activity: Logging your activity takes less than a minute and you can access
this by following this link or scanning the QR code on the poster attached! You
can log any physical activity you do at home; from bouncing on a trampoline, to
going for a run, log your activity and help get your team to Tokyo!
https://www.getset.co.uk/travel-tokyo/log-activity
(You may need the school’s postcode: SN25 2AN)
Here’s to getting active! 😊 Mr Newton 😊
National Online Safety – Online Safety Parent Courses
As a school we subscribe to the National Online Safety Hub. There are lots of brilliant courses for parents – I
have selected two and provided the links below.
Online Safety Course for Parents of Children aged 4-7 https://nationalonlinesafety.com/hub/view/course/online-safety-klass-for-parents-and-carers-ages-4-7
Online Safety Course for Parents of Children aged 7-11 https://nationalonlinesafety.com/hub/view/course/online-safety-klass-for-parents-and-carers-ages-7-11
In order to access the content please create a free account using this link:
http://nationalonlinesafety.com/enrol/red-oaks-primary-school
After that please watch the videos below. Please feel free to view any of the other content on the hub. As
always, if you have any feedback please email me on deputyhead@redoaks.org.uk.

Can you help bring cheer to those who are elderly, isolated, or lonely this
Easter?
Following the fantastic response to Home Instead’s Be a Santa to a Senior ‘Santa-gram’ project at the end of last year, they have been asked if
something similar could be done to support those who are elderly, isolated or
lonely this Easter.
Due to the current lockdown restrictions they are unable to offer a collection service for the contributions and
as they appreciate that many of our students are working from home, items can be posted directly to them or
sent via email (including pictures/scanned items). Maximum ‘size’ for items is to fit in Royal Mail large letter i.e.
less than 35.3cm x 25cm x 2.5cm. Please see the attached poster below for further details on email and
addresses of where to send the items to.
They are working with Swindon Seniors Forum, MHA Communities, Swindon Carers
Centre and local care homes and hope to be able to provide some Easter cheer for
around 400 of their elderly and isolated members/residents. The deadline for items
is FRIDAY 12th MARCH 2021, to enable them to quarantine, sort and package the
envelopes and get them distributed during the last week of March.
Together we can make a difference to the lives of all generations in our communities!

Get Ready! Red Oaks is getting active with
Team GB and ParalympicsGB by joining the
Travel to Tokyo challenge. We are aiming
to virtually travel to Tokyo! There are
chances to win some prizes too! :)
Simply scan the QR code below to record your
activity or follow this link https://www.getset.co.uk/
travel-tokyo/log-activity You might need our postcode
which is SN25 2AN

Science in 60 Seconds!
This term, to celebrate our love of science and the enormous talent that
we have in the school for science, we will be running a ‘Science in 60
Seconds’ video challenge. This will be run as a competition with a winner
chosen from Years 1 & 2, Years 3 & 4 and Years 5 & 6.
We would like as many pupils as possible from years 1 to 6 to prepare a
one-minute verbal presentation at home, on any aspect of science that
grabs their interest or they could choose an inspirational scientist. This
will need to be videoed and uploaded to Dojo by Friday 5th March.
Pupils may use props, models and diagrams to support their presentations.
Older pupils will be encouraged to learn their scripts by heart (crib notes
are permitted). Please help your child to time their presentation to be as
close to one minute as possible.
Your child’s class teacher will send these videos over to Miss Wilson who
will select a few of the most engaging and informative presentations from
each phase to be awarded certificates. The very best will be shared
across Red Oaks and Orchid Vale in a cross-school competition.
There will be prizes for these children and for the overall winners, who
will be announced on Friday 12th March, during this year’s Science Week,
which runs from March 8th – 12th.
We can’t wait to see your amazing videos. Good luck and have fun with
science!

Miss Wilson
Science Lead

