Red Oaks Primary School
17th March 2021
Newsletter

Early Bird and Acorns
We will be opening up our Early Bird and Acorns provision (Acorns - only for previous attendees) after Easter
using socially distanced tables for bubbles of children. The office will be sending out more information on
timings and how to book so please watch out for emails.
Collection Times
If you collect your child at 3.10pm from the main playground, please wait outside the gate until
your pick up time to allow others to leave. This is years 2/3 and 4. Please remember to keep
your distance from other families and wear a mask or face covering when on school site. Many
thanks.
Close Contact Outside Bubbles
We are trying very hard in school to follow the Government guidance and keep children apart who are not part
of the same bubble. We have lots of children in school telling us of play dates and sleepovers at friends’
houses. We understand that children have been separated from their friends for a long period of time and
that Covid cases and numbers are rapidly decreasing but it is vital that we all stick to the rules to give everyone
the best chance of a successful return to normality and less chance of cases in school. Thank you.
Gaming
We are hearing increasing numbers of children openly talk about playing age
inappropriate games (such as Call of Duty and Grand Theft Auto) including children
as young as 5. This is very concerning as these games are PEGI rated 18, meaning
the content is not suitable for children under the age of 18. For more information
about PEGI ratings and keeping your children safe whilst gaming please follow the
link: https://pegi.info/what-do-the-labels-mean
Understanding Screen Addiction and Responsible Digital Use –
Information for Parents
If you would like some more information on screen addiction and how you can
reduce your screen time – the link below offers a guide on the subject.
https://www.comparethemarket.com/broadband/content/screen-usage-guide/
This guide offers:
• Informative insights into increased screen use during COVID-19 - with phone usage up by about 30%
from pre-pandemic levels.
• Step-by-step advice on how to take control of your screen use by identifying triggers, scheduling
screen time, and setting restrictions on your phone.
• Useful information on digital detoxers and dieters: 7 in 10 people have tried to moderate their digital
consumption in some way, with 37% deleting an app and 27% turning off notifications.
• Quotes from experts appear throughout, along with useful links for further reading on the topic.
A link has also been put on our website.

This Friday - 19th March- COMIC RELIEF
This year’s comic relief couldn’t come at a better time, as we are all in need of a good laugh!
The children will take part in a KS1 and KS2 Red Oaks quiz at school and teachers will be
sharing funny video clips throughout the day to keep the giggle momentum going.

Children in Nursery to Year 5 will be in uniform on this day, (Y6 in Red/White/Blue for VE Day celebrations)
but we want to see the most funny/crazy hairstyles worn to school. In addition to this, if you have some silly
socks, why not put those on too! We will be sharing some photos of the children, so you are able to see some of
their wackiest styles! Comic relief noses are also allowed on this day. If your child is having school dinners, we
will be having silly sausages and a little pudding surprise too!
To support this great charity, in a year where we need it most, please donate via ParentPay.
Mrs Storey’s MacMillan Mighty Marathon!
In July, I will be walking a marathon (26 miles!) to raise money for MacMillan. Alongside
fundraising through Justgiving, I am going to hold a “Guess how many eggs in the jar”
competition. More details to follow but this will take place during the last two weeks of
school between 22nd March and 1st April. The winner will be announced on 1st April 😊.
Classroom Secrets Kids
As a school we have bought access to Classroom Secrets
Kids.
Classroom Secrets Kids provides children with bespoke learning focusing on the key skills connected to each
part of the core curriculum for Maths, Reading and Grammar. Children will be assigned tasks and challenges by
their teachers which will help consolidate learning. There are also a wide variety of learning videos and
challenges that the children can undertake independently.
In addition to this there are 12 week programmes in SPAG, Maths and Reading. These will be assigned by your
child’s teacher. These programmes start with an age-appropriate, objective-specific baseline. This is then
analysed and then a series of interactive questions which will assess the objectives which are then set.
Your child should have received their log in and password. If you have any questions please ask your class
teacher.
Contacting School
School office hours are 8.30am-3.30pm please be aware that calls are not answered outside of these hours.
Our phone number is 01793 493920. If you have any questions or concerns, please use
the following contacts:
Mrs Surch – head@redoaks.org.uk
Mr Lee - deputyhead@redoaks.org.uk
General queries – Admin team – admin@redoaks.org.uk
Mr Lee - fsmanager@redoaks.org.uk - Foundation Stage – Nursery & Reception
Mrs Maxfield - Yr123@redoaks.org.uk - Years 1, 2 & 3
Miss Gerrard - Yr456@redoaks.org.uk - Years 4, 5 & 6
An opportunity for pupils to try Tennis with the LTA Youth Start Programme
I’m reaching out from National Tennis Association. We are really keen to get pupils active again after a
prolonged lockdown, and we’d love to see some of your pupils pick up a tennis racket and get active.
We’re currently offering a number of 6-week starter courses run in partnership with the Lawn Tennis
Association (our Governing Body). These courses are for pupils aged 4-11 years old and they also get a free
starter pack, including a tennis racket, ball set and a t-shirt. These courses are subsidised by the LTA and cost
£29.99.
We have a landing page that parents can search by their location to find the nearest courses:
Find & book a LTA Youth Start Course

Up-coming Dates
19/3 Comic Relief – Crazy hair & Socks (full school uniform to be worn)
Year 6 only – VE Day Celebrations – come in Red, White & Blue
26/3 Wear Rainbow colours in aid of Avaya’s fight against Neuroblastoma – donations on ParentPay.
1/4
19/4
22/4
29/4

School closes for Easter Holidays at 1.30/1.40pm (as per start times)
School reopens
Parents Evening – school closes at 1.00/1.10pm (as per start times)
School Class Photos

In partnership with S.B.C we can offer children who are eligible for free school meals
places at our holiday club over the Easter period. We are an Ofsted outstanding
holiday club.
To register and be allocated places you will need to do the following –
1. Check eligibility at https://www.swindon.gov.uk/xfp/form/860
2. Register for the holiday club with SBC on their web page
at https://www.swindon.gov.uk/info/20029/people_and_communities/1178/c
ovid-19_-_holiday_activities_and_food_programme
3. Obtain a reference code by registering with SBC
4. Visit our web page at www.thebigaclub.co.uk and open the ‘SBC HAF’ link at
the top. Complete the registration form and email the completed form to
admin@thebigaclub.co.uk with the code in place, and a copy of the SBC
email.
5. You will then be allocated places on our holiday club at Lydiard Park Academy
with dates and times to arrive.

