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REMINDER – FRIDAY 9th JULY – NON-UNIFORM DAY 
 

School Shoes 

We understand that towards the end of the year, some children have grown out of their school shoes and 

parents would like to wait until closer to September to buy any.  If this is the case, please inform your child’s 

teacher and ensure the shoes worn are sensible for school activities.  A polite reminder that when new school 

shoes are purchased for September, these are black school shoes and not trainers.  Thank you. 

 

School Uniform  

Information about school uniform can be found on the website 

https://www.redoaks.org/parents08.php .  Please note the part about school bags as this is 

really important.  Very large bags will not fit in lockers or cloakrooms and will not be allowed.  PE 

bags should stay in school and only a flat book bag is required for day to day items please.  

Children who cycle or scoot may bring a small backpack. 

 

Covid related issues 

Unfortunately, the knock-on effect and impact of staff being track and traced is 

creeping in again.  We are doing our best to cover all classes and for children with an 

EHCP to have the support they require from a familiar adult but this is not always 

possible during these difficult times.  Please bear with us 😊. 

 

If your child has been asked to isolate, this does mean that they cannot come to school 

with parents to drop off and collect other siblings.  We understand this can make things 

tricky but we do have to stick to the rules. 

 

Please Pick Up Your Child/Children on Time 

Over the last few weeks we have had some children left at school waiting for their 

older siblings to pick them up from Abbey Park or other schools.  These siblings are not 

finishing school until at least 3.10pm so it means the child is left with staff or in the 

main office waiting.  Teachers have meetings to attend and work to complete and 

support staff should be leaving when the class finishes, so we politely ask that your 

child/children are picked up on time and at the correct pick up point as we cannot have 

children waiting for older siblings.  Thank you for your understanding. 

 

Disabled Parking Bays 

These spaces are reserved for those with Blue Badges and Access Buses/taxis who 

collect children at the end of the day.  If you are parked in these bays and you do 

NOT qualify you will be asked to remove your vehicle to the main car park, checks 

will be made daily so please only park in an appropriate visitor car parking space to 

avoid embarrassment. 

Please also do not double park in the main staff car park as this restricts staff who have to leave to collect 

their own children from other schools.  If you have double parked you will be asked to move.  

 

Named Items 

At this time of year, we have lots of jumpers and cardigans that are taken off.  Please check 

that your child’s name is clearly marked in all clothing so that we can return this to you if it 

is misplaced.  Please also ensure that water bottles have names on as we have many that are 

very similar.  If your child has lost an item, please feel free to check the lost property 

basket in the main school lobby area. 

 

https://www.redoaks.org/parents08.php


Morning Drop Off 

When dropping off your children please drive into our car park – do not drop off on either the 

roundabout or the Abbey Park entrance.  There was a near miss accident with a car and child this 

week. 

 

Lateral Flow Tests 

Just a reminder that if your child has been in close contact with someone that has a positive 

LFT, all contacts must isolate until the person with the positive LFT has had a PCR test.  If the 

PCR is negative, contacts no longer need to isolate.  If the PCR is positive, all contacts need to 

isolate even if they do not have symptoms and if they have a negative LFT themselves.  If you 

are unsure in any way, please ring the school to check as it can be a little confusing. 

 

Online Learning 

All children have access to quite a number of online learning programmes that the school buys 

into.  Please see the log in codes in your child’s home/school contact book so that you can 

access these.  Thank you. 

 

 

Library Books 

Please could all library books be returned by this Friday, 9th July.  This may involve having a good 

look around at home for those cheeky books which may have escaped from your child’s book bag.  

 

 

Lost Property – DO YOU RECOGNISE THESE GLASSES? 

We have a couple of pairs of glasses, along with Fitbits, watches and some 

older mobile phones within our lost property collection – if you are missing any 

of these items please come to the office to reclaim your items.   

 

Our lost property trunk is also full once again – any named items found have 

been returned to their owners however, if your child is missing any 

uniform/coats please have a look through and retrieve your items – at the end 

of term any items left will be going to charity. 

 

 

Online Safety 

WhatsApp is the world’s most popular messaging service, with around two billion users 

exchanging texts, photos, videos and documents, and making voice and video calls. The 

app offers end-to-end encryption, meaning messages can only be read by the sender 

and the recipient(s). Not even WhatsApp can read them. Updates to its privacy policy 

in 2021 reportedly caused millions of users to leave the app. But the new policy was widely misinterpreted: it 

only related to WhatsApp’s business features, not to personal messages. 

 

In the guide, you'll find tips on a number of potential risks such as stranger danger, live location sharing and 

disappearing messages. 

 

Drop off and Collection 

We politely request that only one adult per family drop off and collect children from school 

and that everyone wears a mask or face covering please. May we remind you that all 

children must be in school by 8.40am at the very latest. 



 
JUST ONE Tree non-uniform day Friday 9th July  

As our summer charity event this year we are supporting JUST ONE 

Tree.  They are a non-profit initiative removing CO2 from the 

atmosphere and reversing biodiversity loss through global 

reforestation.  JUST ONE Tree supports established reforestation projects in areas severely affected by 

deforestation such as Kenya, Madagascar, Haiti & Indonesia. In doing so they have the greatest positive effect 

on reducing global warming whilst simultaneously helping to provide the local communities with training, 

agricultural education and sustainable incomes. JUST ONE Tree makes it simple for everyone to contribute to 

collective action on the climate crisis because Just £1 plants 1 Tree. We’re sure you will agree that tree 

planting is absolutely essential at this critical time for the planet. We will therefore be joining 

children, parents and teachers across the country to demonstrate that an individual's actions can have a 

positive impact on the environment. 

 

More information can be found at: https://www.justonetree.life/   Please pay your suggested donation of £1 via 

Parent Pay by this Friday 9th July.  We look forward to counting the number of trees that the Red Oaks 

community can plant!  

 

Bags2School 

If you’re having a sort out, please bear in mind that we will be collecting any unwanted clean, dry clothing of the 

type that you would wear again yourself or pass on to your family or friends to wear.  Below is a list of items 

that can go in the bags and those that aren’t suitable, for example school uniform is not suitable.  We will be 

unable to send out bags this time due to Covid restrictions, so feel free to use any clean bin liners or other 

collection bags you have already. 
 

The school collection day will be next Friday, 16th July at 8.30am.  Please can we request that any bags be 

dropped off under the large umbrella outside the main office on the Friday morning as this will allow for prompt 

collection as we have nowhere to store them.  The bags are weighed, and the more weight we accumulate will 

mean more funds for the school. Thank you. 

 

Things they WILL accept Things NOT acceptable 
Men’s, ladies and children’s clothing 

Paired shoes (tied together) 

Hats 

Handbags 

Scarves and ties 

Jewellery 

Lingerie 

Socks 

Belts 

Soft toys 

Household linen 

Curtains 

Towels 

Bedding, sheets, pillow cases, duvet covers 

Duvets and blankets 

Pillows and cushions 

Carpets, rugs and mats 

Soiled, painted, ripped or wet clothing 

School uniform with or without logo 

Corporate workwear 

Textile offcuts, yarns or threaded materials 

 

 

Dates 

9/7 Non-uniform day for JUST ONE Tree £1 donation – please pay on Parent Pay  

16/7 Bags2School collection  - drop off by 8.30am 

22/7 Nursery last day 

23/7 School finishes at 1.30/1.40pm as per start times 

 

 

https://www.justonetree.life/


Contacting School 

School office hours are 8.30am-3.30pm please be aware that calls are not answered outside of these hours.  

Our phone number is 01793 493920.  If you have any questions or concerns, please use the following contacts: 

Mrs Surch – head@redoaks.org.uk 

Mr Lee - deputyhead@redoaks.org.uk   

General queries – Admin team – admin@redoaks.org.uk 

Mr Lee - fsmanager@redoaks.org.uk - Foundation Stage – Nursery & Reception 

Mrs Maxfield - Yr123@redoaks.org.uk  - Years 1, 2 & 3 

Miss Gerrard - Yr456@redoaks.org.uk  - Years 4, 5 & 6 

If your child is unwell and will not be attending school please send an email to Mrs Ponting 

on pontingj@redoaks.org.uk as well as letting the teacher know on Class Dojo, many thanks. 

 

 

 

ALL LIBRARY BOOKS TO BE BACK BY  

FRIDAY 9th JULY PLEASE 
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WHATSAPP
At National Online Safety, we believe in empowering parents, carers and trusted adults with the information to hold an informed conversation about online safety with their children, should they

feel it is needed. This guide focuses on one app of many which we believe trusted adults should be aware of. Please visit www.nationalonlinesafety.com for further guides, hints and tips for adults.

WhatsApp is the world’s most popular messaging service, with around two billion users exchanging texts, photos, videos and documents, 
and making voice and video calls. The app offers end-to-end encryption, meaning messages can only be read by the sender and the 

recipient(s). Not even WhatsApp can read them. Updates to its privacy policy in 2021 reportedly caused millions of users to leave the app. 
But the new policy was widely misinterpreted: it only related to WhatsApp’s business features, not to personal messages.

What Parents & Carers N�d to Know About

Ephemeral Me�aging‘Prize’ Scams 
WhatsApp users occasionally receive messages from 
unauthorised third parties or fraudsters pretending to 
offer prizes – encouraging recipients to click a link to win. 
A common scam involves a warning that someone’s 
WhatsApp subscription has run out: aiming to dupe them 
into disclosing payment details. Other scams include 
instructions to forward a message to earn a gift or reward.

By enabling the ‘disappearing messages’ option in a chat, 
users can send messages that will vanish from WhatsApp 
after seven days. Parents may want to take note of this new 
feature, which makes monitoring what children are talking 
about on the app problematic. Equally, if someone sends your 
child an inappropriate message, once it has disappeared 
there is no way to prove any wrongdoing.

Enabling Fake News ‘Only Admins’ and Cyberbu�ying 
WhatsApp has unfortunately been linked to 
accelerating the spread of dangerous rumours. In India, 
some outbreaks of mob violence were reported to have 
been sparked by false allegations shared on the app. 
WhatsApp itself took steps to prevent its users 
circulating hazardous theories and speculation in the 
early weeks of the Covid-19 pandemic.

Group chats and video calls are great for connecting with 
multiple people in WhatsApp, but there is always the 
potential for someone’s feelings to be hurt by an unkind 
comment or joke. The ‘only admins’ feature gives the 
admin(s) of a group control over who can send messages. 
They can, for example, block people from posting in a chat, 
which could make a child feel excluded and upset.

Co�ections with Strangers Live Location Sharing 
To start a WhatsApp chat, you need the mobile number of 
the person you want to message (they also need to have 
the app). WhatsApp can also access the address book on 
someone’s device and recognise which of their contacts 
use WhatsApp. If your child has given their mobile number 
to somebody they don’t know, that person could then use 
it to get in touch via WhatsApp.

The ‘live location’ feature lets users share their current 
whereabouts, allowing friends to see their movements. 
WhatsApp describes it as a “simple and secure way to let 
people know where you are.” Indeed, it is a useful method 
for a child to let loved ones know they are safe. But if your 
child is in a chat with people they don’t know, it means they 
will be exposing their location to them, too.

16+
in UK & EU;

12+ rest of
world.

Create a Safe Profile 
Even though someone would need your child’s phone number to add them as a contact, 
as an extra precaution it’s worth altering your young one’s profile settings to restrict who 
can see their photo and status. The options are ‘everyone’, ‘my contacts’ and ‘nobody.’ 
Choosing one of the latter two ensures their profile is protected.

Explain about Blocking
If your child receives spam or offensive messages, calls or files from a contact, they 
should block them. Communication from a blocked contact won’t show up on their 
device and stays undelivered. Blocking someone does not remove them from your 
child’s contact list – they would also need to be deleted from the device’s address 
book. The option to block someone is on their contact info screen.

Report Potential Scams
Advise your child not to engage with any message that looks suspicious or too good 
to be true. When your child receives a message from an unknown number for the 
first time, they will be given the option to report that number as spam. They can also 
report a contact or a group as spam by tapping on the contact or group name to 
open their profile and scrolling down to ‘report spam’.

Leave a Group
If your child is part of a group chat that makes them feel uncomfortable, or has 
been added to a group that they no longer want to be part of, show them how 
to use the group’s settings to leave. If someone exits a group, the admin can 
add them back in once; if they leave a second time, it is permanent. 

Use Location Features Sparingly
If your child needs to use ‘live location’ to show you or their friends where they are, 
advise them to share their location only for as long as they need to. WhatsApp gives 
‘live location’ options of 15 minutes, one hour or eight hours. However, your child can 
manually choose to stop sharing their position at any time.

Delete A�idental Me�ages
If your child has posted a message in the wrong chat or sent a message that they 
immediately regret, they can delete it. Tap and hold on the message, choose ‘delete’ and 
then ‘delete for everyone.’ WhatsApp allows seven minutes to delete a message after it’s 
sent – but it’s important to remember that recipients may have seen (and taken a 
screenshot of) a message before it was deleted.

Fact-Check Me�ages
You can now fact-check messages that have been forwarded at least five times in WhatsApp, by double-tapping the magnifying glass icon to the right of the message. From there, your 
child can launch a Google search and decide for themselves whether the message was accurate or not. It’s a good way to encourage young people to question things they see online.

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 10.03.2021

www.nationalonlinesafety.com                  @natonlinesafety                  /NationalOnlineSafety                  @nationalonlinesafety

M�t Our Expert
Parven Kaur is a social media expert and digital media consultant who is 
passionate about improving digital literacy for parents and children. She has 
extensive experience in the social media arena and is the founder of Kids N 
Clicks: a web resource that helps parents and children thrive in a digital world.

SOURCES: https://www.statista.com/statistics/260819/number-of-monthly-active-whatsapp-users/#:~:text=As%20of%20March%202020%2C%20WhatsApp,U.S.%20dollars%20in%20February%202014., https://www.statista.com/statistics/258749/most-popular-global-mobile-messenger-apps/, 
https://www.whatsapp.com/?lang=en, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_WhatsApp_lynchings, https://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/gadgets-and-tech/news/whatsapp-update-latest-india-hoaxes-forward-messages-app-download-a8456011.html, https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-52441202
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