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Welcome back to the start of Term 3! Thank you to everyone in supporting us in
keeping our children safe by adhering to the Covid-19 risk assessment. The children
have an exciting term of learning planned and we cannot wait to get started.
No Screen Week – 24th to 28th January
From time to time we all need a break from our screens, particularly, children. The results from Ofcom’s 20/21
Media Use and Attitudes report showed that in the UK children aged between 5‐16 years spend an average of
2-3 hours per day watching television, 1-3 hours on the internet, 1-2 hour playing video games and over an
hour on mobile phones (not talk), a total of 6.3 hours of screen time per day. In addition to this 55% of 57s, 80% of 8-11s and 86% of 12-15s said that they play games online.
That’s why we have decided to hold a No Screen’s Week at Red Oaks. To support us in this we would love for
your child to complete a sponsored no screen day. This means no game consoles, iPads or any other electrical
distractions. How about a personal challenge to get involved in non-screen-based entertainment for example;
colouring, reading, drawing, playing board games.
You could be sponsored for the day or per hour! How much do you think you will raise? How many hours will you
complete? A sponsorship form is attached within the newsletter. We can’t wait to find out! Good luck!
Phase leaders
As a school we have decided to introduce Phase leaders who will each be responsible for 2 year groups. They
are your first point of contact for your child after you have spoken to the class teacher.
Martyn Cowell – fsmanager@redoaks.org.uk
Stacey McGahey - y1.2@redoaks.org.uk
Mandy Wilson - y3.4@redoaks.org.uk
Peter Newton - y5.6@redoaks.org.uk
Behaviour Policy
This week we are trying a new behaviour policy. After the trial this week, we will post this on the website as
soon as it is finalised.
Covid 19 Test Results
The new guidance states that anyone who has been a close contact of a positive Covid-19
case (even if they are fully vaccinated or under 12) now needs to complete a daily
lateral flow test for 7 days, regardless of the variant.
From 11th January if your child tests positive on a Lateral Flow Test (LFT) please let the
school know so that we can update our records, either by telephone (01793 493920) or
send an email with the subject line “Positive LFT and child’s name” to Mrs Ponting on
pontingj@redoaks.org.uk. They will then need to self-isolate for 7 days, testing again on day 6 and day 7 – if
both these tests are negative they can return to school. If you have any queries with this please phone the
school. At this time a PCR test to confirm COVID will not be needed, if this requirement changes we will let
you know.
Smart Watches
Just a reminder that smart watches with camera technology are not allowed in school for safeguarding
reasons. We do not allow these kinds of watches even if this facility is switched off. Watches that record

steps and heart rate etc are permitted but are worn in school at the owner’s risk and children will be asked to
remove these for PE lessons.
Car Parking
A reminder to all that the Staff parking area is for school staff ONLY and is not to be used by parents/carers
at any time. Parents/carers must only use the visitor side of the car park where there are ample spaces. This
is found on your right when entering into the car park and is clearly signposted. If you park in the staff area
you will be asked to move.
Teacher Training Days
As a reminder for your diaries, the remaining teacher training days for this academic year are Friday 18th
February, Thursday 16th and Friday 17th June. School finishes for the summer on Thursday 21 st July at 3.00pm,
Friday 22nd July is a TD day.
Parent Forum
I would really like the opportunity to meet with parents to find out your views about the school, ways we could
improve and any great things which you think we could do more of. This invite is open to any parent of children
from Nursery through to Year 6.
While I would love to be able to meet everyone in school, I think given the current circumstances, it would be
safer to do this initially on Microsoft Teams virtually. The virtual meeting will take place on Monday 31st
January at 11:00am and be no longer than an hour.
If you would like to attend, please send an email to office@redoaks.org.uk with the title ‘parent forum’ so I can
send you a Teams invite. I look forward to seeing as many of you there as possible.
Upcoming Dates
15 Jan
– Deadline for Primary School Admissions
24 Jan-28 Jan – No Screen Week
31 Jan
- Parent Forum at 11.00am
17 Feb
– Break up for Half Term at 3.00pm (Apple 3.10pm)
28 Feb
– School re-opens

No Screen Time Sponsorship Form
The week commencing 24th January is no screen week.
How long could you go without electronics at home? This means no game consoles, iPad or any other electrical
distractions. How about a personal challenge to get involved in non-screen-based entertainment for example;
colouring, reading, drawing, playing board games.
Why don’t you get you family or family friends to sponsor you in your challenge to last as long as possible. You
can pick any day from Monday 24th January to Sunday 30th. You can be sponsored by the hour or as a fixed
amount. Please bring in your sponsorship money by Friday 4 th February. See how many people you can get to
sponsor you and most importantly try and stay away from your screen! Have fun!

Child’s Name___________________________________________

Name of Sponsor

Sponsored per hour or
total donation

Total Amount

Amount collected

Total

WANT TO KNOW MORE
ABOUT WHAT WE DO?
CONTACT US HERE:
POP UP EVENTS,
COMPETITIONS AND
MORE!
Part of our role is to break down the stigma
of mental health and raise awareness of
what is locally available for young people
and their families to access.
To do this we engage in community events
such as festivals, work with external
agencies such as the local parish youth
workers and provide free trails in our local
parks and open spaces during out of term
holidays.

Outreachprojectme@barnardos.org.uk
or call us
Tamara - 07783847583
Saxone - 07395712261
Hardeep - 07708492379

Find us on Facebook by searching
'Barnardo's Swindon Trailblazer'

OUT OF TERM ACTIVITIES
During school holiday's we aim to run larger
projects where young people have the
opportunity to learn more about the five
steps to mental wellbeing in a fun and
interactive way, as well as having the
opportunity to meet and make friends. We
work with all young people aged 5-19 who
are residents or access education within the
Swindon Borough.

Scan me to go to Scan me to go to
our Eventbrite
our Facebook
page!
page!

THE OUTREACH
TEAM

WHO ARE WE?

Tamara Howell

Hardeep Lyall

ABOUT THE OUTREACH TEAM
The Outreach Team works within the
community to raise awareness of
mental health issues and promote
healthy mental wellbeing. They also
help children, young people and
families, who might otherwise find it
difficult to access mental health
support, by introducing them to other
local professionals, charities and
organisations.

OUR AIMS
1) Help and support children and young
people and their families/carers who find
it challenging to engage with services
2) Connect service users with local
professionals, organisations, charities, so
they can overcome their current life
obstacles and lead a happy, healthy life

Saxone Barton

3) Raise community awareness of mental
health issues
4) Help service-users overcome the
stressors in their lives such that they can
function at a higher level
5) Promote healthy mental functioning

TERM TIME ACTIVITIES
During term time we run various projects
for 5-19 year olds that are based on the
five steps to mental wellbeing.
Online Youth Club
College Enrichment Drop-in Sessions
Sign-posting (we aim to sign-post
children, young people and families all
year round)
Detached Work
Assemblies and much more!
We run regular competitions, one off
events and more (which often includes
some freebies!).

